



Module 7: Rabat's Threshold Test Scenario

Scenario: "Christian Pastor in Sierra Leone Blames Muslims"
A popular Nigerian Christian pastor was arrested in Sierra Leone for a sermon that incited hatred for Muslims. The pastor told his large Evangelical congregation that Islam is "a violent religion of lies and deceit" and claimed that Muslims are responsible for "every terrorist act in the history of the world." 

Video recordings of his sermon were posted online and quickly went viral. Both Muslim and Christian communities in Sierra Leone condemned the pastor's comments. The head of Sierra Leone's criminal investigations department replied that citizens of Sierra Leone are tolerant of other religions and live peaceably. "No one wants that disrupted," he explained.  

Although Sierra Leone has no specific anti-hate speech laws, incitement is prohibited under the common law. During the investigations, all six branches of the pastor's church were shut down. A director of a local civil rights group spoke out, claiming that a person's right to worship should not be limited and that the government should not shut down the church just because of hateful comments made by one person. 

A Muslim member of an inter-faith council urged his followers to forgive the pastor and extend peace to their Christian neighbours. Some people on social media have demanded that the pastor apologize while others have insisted he be deported back to Nigeria. Should States constitutionally "adopt" a religion?



Questions

1) How should situations of "borderline hate speech" be addressed?




2) What "counter-speech" can faith actors produce and promote based on faith traditions? 




3) What obstacles may limit the role of faith actors in countering hate speech?




4) What risks are involved in facing these situations, and how could these risks be mitigated?




5) How should faith leaders react when facing a situation of incitement to hatred?
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